MIDDLESEX HISTORICAL SOCIETY

E

The Middlesex Historical Society has no
space that they can call their own.
They need space for the exhibits and storage
of historical artifacts that they have been
collecting, and work space dedicated for
historical society materials.
Ideally these spaces would be
environmentally controlled, so that these
materials and artifacts are in archival space,
to insure that they will be around years from
now.
Options explored:
1. New Building (no site selected)
2. Purchasing and renovation the
railroad station in the village
3. Moving into Town Hall, when or if
the Town Meeting Space or Town
Ofﬁces move to a new location
The Middlesex Historical Society explored
the option of ﬁxing up the Railroad Station.
Costs were in the range of $300,000. It
needs lots and lots of work and has some
challenges that may be difﬁcult to solve;
septic, ownership, etc.
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ANALYSIS & HISTORICAL FEATURES

2A. SITE ANALYSIS
1. LOCATION

The site is very prominent for its small size, located on the
outside of a curve in Rte. 2 Middlesex Village to the north of
Route 2. It was constructed in 1918 after the original station
burned in 1917. The old station was located on the other side
of the tracks.

RAILROAD STATION
View traveling west on route 2

2. POSSIBLE SITE CONSTRAINTS

Parking will be a potential problem due to the small site. It
is not too far from Bridge St., however, so there is overﬂow
parking within walking distance.
Wastewater disposal will potentially be a hurdle as well,
although preliminary indications from Dexter Lefavour, Civil
Engineer, point to the potential to grandfather the existing
system, assuming limited use of the building.

Small area for parking

3. ACCESSIBILITY

Making buildings accessible to the handicapped is almost
always a requirement of any renovation. The lowering of the
East end of the building creates a step in ﬂoor level. Therefore
a ramp (or raising of the ﬂoor to its original level and a raising
of the grade on the exterior) will almost certainly be necessary.

East end where new loading door has been added
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