
 
Middlesex Conservation Commission 

Monday, April 13, 2026 
Meeting Conducted Via Zoom   

 
Minutes 

 
Commissioners Present: Ross Lieblappen, Adrienne Magida, Sage Romey, Dave Shepard and Jon Udis 
Trail Committee Members Present: Sven Coenye, Michael Levine, Joanne Mankoff, and Mitch Osiecki 
Guest: Jane Dudley, Manager - Wrightsville Beach Recreation District  
 
1. Administrative Operations 
This was a special meeting of the Middlesex Conservation Commission (MCC) held jointly with the 
Trails Committee (TC) as part of that committee’s monthly meeting.  
 
2. Proposed Upgrade of South Bear Swamp Road from Class 4 to Class 3 
The purpose of the special meeting of the MCC was to review and approve comments from the MCC 
to the Select Board regarding the proposed classification upgrade of South Bear Swamp Road. This 
issue was of interest to both the MCC and the TC, a subcommittee of the MCC. Both the TC and MCC 
drafted comments with each informed by the other. At this meeting, both the MCC and TC comments 
were discussed with the goal of creating one set of unified comments in a letter to be provided to the 
Select Board. The TC comments were used as the basis for discussion. 
 
Ross recommended including the final paragraph of the MCC comments referencing wildlife habitat. 
Mitch referenced the lack of criteria pertaining to changes in classification in the existing Middlesex 
Class 4 road policy. Sage asked if there are other towns that might have policies that could be helpful 
for Middlesex. Comments submitted by the Planning Commission did reference policies in some other 
towns. Jon asked if the Select Board has a time limit in responding to the road upgrade request. Dave 
said he was not certain, but in reviewing state statutes he thought they might need to render a decision 
within 60 days of a hearing. Michael wasn’t opposed to including the paragraph discussing wildlife 
habitat other than adding it on at the end of the TC comments seemed awkward. Further discussion 
ensued on how to better link this paragraph to the rest of the comment letter with Adrienne providing 
wording that all were satisfied with. As a result, Jon made the following motion with a second from 
Ross: The MCC will submit a letter to the Select Board regarding the upgrading of the Class 4 section 
of South Bear Swamp Road from Class 4 to Class 3. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.  
 
The MCC portion of the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: April 28, 2026 
 
Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary 
 

 


