
 

MIDDLESEX BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY 
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 

6:15 PM 
Town Hall and via Zoom* 

5 Church Street 
Middlesex, Vermont 05602 

(802) 223-5915 
 

Meeting Minutes  
 
6:28PM   
 

• Meeting of the Board of Civil Authority was called to order.  
• Chris moves to approve the agenda. Dorinda seconds. Motion carries.  

 
Approval of the Processing of August 11, 2026 Primary Absentee & WCUUSD Ballots on Monday, 
August 10, 2026  

 
• Shall the BCA authorize the Town Clerk, Brigid Browning; Treasurer and Assistant Town Clerk, 

Cheryl Grandfield, and BCA member and Justice of the Peace Member Chris McVeigh to open 
signature envelopes containing returned Primary & WCUUSD absentee ballots, deposit 
WCUUSD ballots into a separate secured, locked ballot box, and run voted absentee ballots 
through the tabulator at Town Hall on Monday, August 10, 2026.  

• Dorinda moves to approve. John Demeter seconds. Motion carries.  
 
Appointment of Election Officials for the August 11, 2026 Primary 
 

• Shall the BCA appoint the following as Election Officials for the August 11, 2026 Primary — to 
serve as assistant election officials, entrance checklist clerks, ballot clerks, and greeters/floaters 
as assigned: Treasurer and Assistant Town Clerk, Cheryl Grandfield; Middlesex residents Evans 
Browning, Sandra Shenk, Deb Wolf, Monique Haupt, Bonnie Finn, and William Kight; and the 
members of the Select Board; along with any Middlesex voter selected by the Town Clerk. 
 

• Dorinda clarifies that there are different duties of the election official and ballot clerks. 
• Discussion regarding training of these individuals. Brigid has confirmation of those who 

completed training in June. Oaths will be administered when appointees arrive and they 
will be provided checklists for the town ballot and the school ballot. Zara recalls 
attending a pre-election meeting to prepare for election day responsibilities.  

• Chris asks about what sound like concerns regarding the scope of this appointment and 
ability of those appointed to fulfill all of the duties of an election official.  

• Liz notes that concerns were discussed at the Selectboard meeting earlier regarding 
delays in updating VEMS with respect to absentee ballot delivery and receipt.  

• Dorinda clarifies that, previously, election officials included Dorinda, Sarah and Cheryl.  
• Liz proposes amending the motion to appoint Cheryl and Brigid as Election Officials.  

 
• Shall the BCA appoint Brigid Browning and Cheryl Grandfield as Election Officials for the 

August 11, 2026 Primary.  
• Zara moves. Chris seconds. Motion carries.  

 
• Shall the BCA appoint the following as Ballot Clerks and Greeters: Middlesex residents Evans 

Browning, Sandra Shenk, Deb Wolf, Monique Haupt, Bonnie Finn, and William Kight; and the 
members of the Select Board; along with any Middlesex voter selected by the Town Clerk.  

• Chris moves. John seconds. Motion carries.  
 
Administration of the Oath of Office. Skipping for now.  
 
Election night — counting and transport of WCUUSD ballots 
 

• Shall the BCA designate Chris McVeigh and Jan Thouron, Middlesex Justices of the Peace,  to 
count and transport WCUUSD ballots to East Montpelier for ballot processing after the polls 
close at 7:00 PM. 

• John Moves. Zara seconds. Motion carries.  
 
Dorinda notes that July 20 deadline for Justices of the Peace to be on the November ballot has since 
passed and most of the Middlesex JP’s will need to run via write-in.  

BCA Members 
_x_ Liz Scharf, Chair 
_x_ Dorinda Crowell, Vice Chair 
_x_ Zara Vincent 
_x_ Stacey Skadberg* 
___ Larry Rooney 
__ Paul Cerminara 
 x_ Chris McVeigh* 
 _X_  Jan Thuron  
_X_  John Demeter 
_X_  Cheryl Grandfield  
X  Brigid Browning 

 
* via zoom  
 
 
 



 

 
Liz asks if there is any other business to come before the BCA.  
 
John asks Brigid if there is still a need for volunteers on August 11. Brigid says there is. She has 
concerns that people might not show up, or might be late if they’re getting off work. Liz volunteers to 
help with the 4-7 pm shift and can help count ballots after 7 pm. There is additional discussion 
regarding scheduling and filling out the day with volunteers.  
 
Liz notes that BCA members are authorized to accept voter registrations.  
 
Brigid indicates that she is aware of the concerns raised and gives assurances that these issues will be 
addressed.  
 
Chris move to adjourn the meeting. Jan seconds. Motion carries. 
  
6:55 PM Meeting Adjourns 
 
Submitted by: Stacey Skadberg  
 
Minutes Approved on ___________  by: 
 
Liz Scharf, Chair  ___________________________________________ 
 
Dorinda Crowell, Vice Chair ____________________________________________ 
 
Zara Vincent   ____________________________________________ 
 
Stacey Skadberg  ____________________________________________ 
 
Larry Rooney   ____________________________________________ 
 
Paul Cerminara  ____________________________________________ 
 
Chris McVeigh  ____________________________________________ 
 
Jan Thuron    ____________________________________________ 
 
John Demeter   ____________________________________________ 
 
Cheryl Grandfield  ____________________________________________ 
 
Brigid Browning  ____________________________________________ 


