Town of Middlesex
Board of Civil Authority — Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, August 4, 2026, 6:15 PM
Middlesex Town Hall and via Zoom
5 Church Street, Middlesex, Vermont 05602
(802) 223-5915

Call to order and welcome

Approval of the Processing of August 11, 2026 Primary Absentee & WCUUSD
Ballots on Monday, August 10, 2026

Proposed motion: Shall the BCA authorize the Town Clerk, Brigid Browning; Treasurer
and Assistant Town Clerk, Cheryl Grandfield, and BCA member and Justice of the Peace
Member Chris McVeigh to open signature envelopes containing returned Primary &
WCUUSD absentee ballots, deposit WCUUSD ballots into a separate secured, locked
ballot box, and run voted absentee ballots through the tabulator at Town Hall on Monday,
August 10, 2026.

Returned absentee envelopes are kept in alphabetical order and checked against the
checklist for completeness and defects as they are received.

Appointment of Election Officials for the August 11, 2026 Primary

Proposed motion: Shall the BCA appoint the following as Election Officials for the
August 11, 2026 Primary — to serve as assistant election officials, entrance checklist
clerks, ballot clerks, and greeters/floaters as assigned: Treasurer and Assistant Town
Clerk, Cheryl Grandfield; Middlesex residents Evans Browning, Sandra Shenk, Deb
Wolf, Monique Haupt, Bonnie Finn, and William Kight; and the members of the Select
Board; along with any Middlesex voter selected by the Town Clerk.

A single appointment covers all Election Day roles, so officials may be assigned
wherever they are needed as the day unfolds. All appointees take the Oath of Olffice
before serving.

Administration of the Qath of Office

All appointees must take the Oath of Office before performing any duties. Oaths will be
administered for those present immediately following the appointments; remaining
appointees will be sworn in before their first shift. The Chair reads both oaths aloud
(Vermont Constitution, Ch. I, § 56), appointees respond “I do so swear” (or “I do so

affirm”):

Oath of Allegiance: “You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will be true and
faithful to the State of Vermont, and that you will not, directly or indirectly, do any act or
thing injurious to the Constitution or Government thereof. (If an oath) So help you God.
(If an affirmation) Under the pains and penalties of perjury.”



Oath of Office: “You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will faithfully execute the
office of election official for the Town of Middlesex and will therein do equal right and
justice to all persons, to the best of your judgment and ability, according to law. (If an
oath) So help you God. (If an affirmation) Under the pains and penalties of perjury.”

Election night — counting and transport of WCUUSD ballots

Proposed motion: Shall the BCA designate two Justices of the Peace, to count and
transport WCUUSD ballots to East Montpelier for ballot processing after the polls close
at 7:00 PM.

All available BCA members are encouraged to stay and participate in counting and
processing ballots after the polls close. Primaries typically bring a fair number of write-
ins, and more hands make the evening go quickly — counting is not limited to four
members.

Poll worker sign-up for Election Day, Tuesday, August 11

Sign-up sheet available showing three-hour shifts between 7 AM and 7 PM, three roles
per shift. Training provided; any registered Middlesex voter may serve.

Justices of the Peace — November 3, 2026 General Election (update)

Status: one independent JP candidate filed a petition and consent form before the July 20
deadline. Party nominations (by caucus or the 17 V.S.A. § 2413(b)/(c) committee paths)
were due to the Clerk by 5:00 PM on Monday, July 27. The Secretary of State has
granted VEMS permission to enter data for JP candidates.

Per 17 V.S.A. § 2680, the Select Board must approve mailing ballots to all voters before
JPs can appear on the back of the General Election ballot (the State mails GE ballots to
all active voters). At its special meeting on Friday, July 31, 2026, the Select Board
approved the mailing of November 3, 2026 General Election ballots to all active
registered voters, with Justice of the Peace candidates to appear on the ballot, and
authorized the Town Clerk to notify the Secretary of State’s Elections Division.
Candidate data entry in VEMS is proceeding; no further Select Board action is required.

Other business

Adjourn



