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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Thursday, May 4, 2017
7:00 p.m.
Middlesex Town Offices
Middlesex, VT

Minutes

Commissioners Present: Larry Becker, George Longenecker, Lee Rosberg, Dave Shepard
Guest: Collin O’Neal, Manager — Wrightsville Beach Recreation Area

Administrative Operations

Treasurer Report:

At the beginning of the meeting members of the Middlesex Conservation Commission (MCC)
present were George, Lee and Dave. As a quorum was not yet present Lee moved to the
Treasurer’s report. Heather had reported to Lee via email the following balances:

Annual Operating Budget: $368.83

Conservation Commission Special Fund: $864.25

Conservation Fund: $4027.78

Town Forest Fund: $40.32

Project Reports:

Shady Rill Park-

As Collin O’Neal was present to talk about the Shady Rill Picnic Area this topic was addressed
next. During this discussion Larry arrived making a quorum of Commissioners present. Lee said
he had attended a recent Select Board meeting to discuss the Shady Rill Park. The Wrightsville
Beach Recreation Area will be carrying out the maintenance of the Shady Rill Park this season
for 101 days for $5000 to be paid by the Town. Collin has been doing some research into the
history of the park and has learned that the current park was a replacement for an earlier park
near the present boat launch that was submerged when the water level in the reservoir was raised
in the 1950’s. He is continuing to look into whether the Stage will still have some monetary
obligation for the upkeep of the park dating back to the transfer of the park lands from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers to the State of Vermont.

At the Select Board meeting that Lee attended there was discussion of the Ecosystem Restoration
Grant that the Winooski Natural Resource Conservation District (WNRCD) is interested in
applying for with support from the Town. The Board expressed some concern about whether the
Town might be assuming additional liability related to this project in terms of future maintenance
of work done under the grant. Lee has emailed the WNRCD to indicate the Town supports the
grant application in concept but the Select Board does have some concerns.

Collin indicated they may mow somewhat less area than has been done in the past both to save
on maintenance cost and to help restore more of a riparian buffer. He is planning a site walk with
members of the Select Board in the next week or two.
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Wrightsville Trail Work-
Collin will be looking into a project that MCC members can work on for the upcoming work
outing.

Approval of Meeting Minutes from the April 6" Meeting:
After Larry arrived to form a quorum, Lee made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 6th
meeting of the MCC with a second by George. The minutes were approved without comment.

Middlesex Town Forest (MTF)-

 Town Forest Recreation Planning Community Assistance Program, Vermont Department of
Forests, Parks and Recreation:

Grant money is available for up to $10,000 for ten towns for planning related to town forests.
Applications are due June 1. Hope Crifo has expressed interest in assisting with this grant
application. The MCC would need to seek support from the Select Board. Dave mentioned that
Middlesex resident Tom Jackman has assisted the MCC with grant applications in the past and
may be willing to assist again. Lee will seek to put together a small group to work on this
application.

* Cabin Cleanup:
A work session to clean-up the former Ott camp on the MTF is scheduled for May 20" at 9:00.
Lee will purchase some safety (such as work gloves) and cleaning supplies.

* Trail Tools Purchase:

There was discussion of setting aside some money from the MCC operating budget to purchase
some tools to be used for trail work on the MTF such as folding saws and loppers. Larry made a
motion to spend up to $175.00 as needed for trail tools purchase. There was a second from
George and the motion passed.

* Trail Work Hike:
Potential dates of June 10" and June 17" to be checked with Seth Coffey for a final decision on
the date.

* Educational Hikes:
Lee suggested inviting Suzanna Bliss, who is interested in leading a wild edibles walk to another
MTF event as an introduction.

Green-up Day-

Trash bags have been delivered to Rumney School and are available at the Town Office. The
Girl Scouts will be cleaning up the Middlesex Park & Ride. The schedule for MCC staffing of
the drop-off site at the Town Garage is as follows: Heather 9:00-11:00, Dave 11:00-1:00 and
Larry 1:00-3:00. Bolduc Salvage will provide a metal dumpster and the town road crew will have
a dump truck available to receive trash.

Amphibian Migration Round-up-
Lee reported the totals for amphibians observed and moved on April 15%:
e Spotted salamanders — 60 live and 2 dead
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Wood frogs — 75 live and 5 dead

Eastern redbacked salamander — 1 live

Spring peepers — 63 live and 2 dead

American toad — 1 live

Dave will report this data to the North Branch Nature Center; the data from April 16" was
previously reported.

New/Other Business-
Dave will coordinate with Bill Rossmassler and contact Maryke Gillis about posting some
additional information about the MTF.

Larry has checked with Sarah Merriman about the availability of the free hours for mapping
services from the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission. She will check with other
town organizations that may have an interest in the hours and report back.

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 with a motion from Lee and a second from Larry.

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, Secretary



