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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, June 1, 2017 

6:00 p.m.  

Shady Rill Park 

Middlesex, VT 

 
Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present: George Longenecker, Lee Rosberg, Dave Shepard, Heather Katz  

Guest: Mitch Osiecki, Middlesex Recreation Director 

 

Administrative Operations: 

 

• Middlesex Town Forest Cabin Clean-up Cost- 

Lee reported the cost for supplies and trash disposal from clean-up of the former Ott cabin on the 

Middlesex Town Forest (MTF) was $141.94. George made a motion to approve to reimburse Lee 

for this expenditure from the Middlesex Conservation Commission (MCC) operating budget 

with a second from Heather. The motion passed. 

 

• Minutes of the May 4th MCC meeting- 

George moved to approve the minutes of the May 4th meeting with a second from Lee. The 

minutes were approved. 

 

• Select Board Meeting on May 23rd- 

Lee reported that Collin O’Neal’s research has shown that the State of Vermont retained 

financial responsibility for the Shady Rill Park when the state took over ownership from the 

federal government. In response the Agency of Natural Resources has put out a request for 

proposals for maintenance and trash removal. It will be several weeks before the contract is 

awarded; it is unclear if any entity will maintain the park in the interim.  

 

•MCC Terms- 

George and Charley Merriman’s terms expire this year. George is interested in being appointed 

to another term and he will check with Charley as to his interest in another term. There are 

currently two vacant commissioner positions; Lee will follow up with several individuals who 

may be interested in serving.  

 

• MCC Officers- 

Chair: Heather nominated Lee with a second from George. All in favor, the motion passed.  

Vice-chair: Lee nominated George with a second from Heather. All in favor, the motion passed.  

Secretary: Lee nominated Dave with a second from Heather. All in favor, the motion passed. 

Treasurer: Dave nominated Heather with a second from Lee. All in favor, the motion passed. 

 

• Middlesex Outstanding Conservationist Award- 

This award was presented to Dave Shepard. Dave was greatly honored and thanked his fellow 

Commissioners for this recognition. 



 

Middlesex Conservation Commission, June 1, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Page 2 of 2 
 

 

 

Project Reports: 

Middlesex Town Forest- 

• Cabin Clean-up: 

On May 20th six volunteers spent about 6 hours cleaning up the former Ott cabin on the MTF. A 

significant amount of trash was removed (a very full pickup truck’s worth) along with some 

materials for recycling and a rotting deck was removed from the cabin. Some rot was observed 

where the deck joined the cabin and there were signs of mouse activity inside the structure. 

George noted he thought it would be helpful to have some Select Board members take a look at 

the cabin.  

 

• MTF Trail Work Outing: 

A trail work outing to begin cutting the first hiking trail on the MTF was scheduled for June 24th 

at 9:00 a.m. Lee will post this event on Front Porch Forum. 

 

• Town Forest Recreation Planning Community Assistance Grant: 

The application for this grant to assist with management planning for the MTF has been 

submitted. If the MCC application is one of the projects to be asked for an interview that will 

take place on July 18th.  

 

•Green-Up Day Recap: 

It appears that participation was higher this year than last. George found a dump site on Bolduc 

Road and Mitch found one on town property behind the fire station on the Walt Kelley Park. 

 

Other Business 

Mitch is working on having the tennis and basketball courts located at Rumney School repaired 

and has gotten several cost estimates.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:04 with a pot luck picnic following. 

 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, Secretary 

 

 

 
 


