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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Wednesday, August 1, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

Middlesex Town Office 

Middlesex, VT 

 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present: Sorsha Anderson, Larry Becker, Heather Katz, Ross Lieblappen, George 

Longenecker, Dell McDonough, Dave Shepard,  

Guest: Mitch Osiecki - Middlesex Recreation Director/Zoning Administrator  

 

1. Administrative Operations 

The meeting was called to order by George who chaired the meeting in Lee’s absence. 

 

a. Previous Meeting Minutes: 

A motion to approve the minutes of the May 3rd meeting of the Middlesex Conservation 

Commission (MCC) was made by Sorsha with a second from Ross. Ross noted the wording 

about the survey work on the Middlesex Town Forest (MTF) was unclear as to who had 

performed the work in question. A clarification will be added that the entity who performed the 

work was VT Survey. With this added clarification the minutes were approved.   

 

Next up were the minutes of the June 7th meeting with a motion to approve from Sorsha and a 

second by Ross. These minutes were approved. 

 

b. Treasurer’s Report 

Heather reported there have been no know expenditures and no updated financial reports. The 

previous fund balances, that should be largely unchanged, were as follows:  

• Middlesex Conservation Fund = $9,028.57 

• MCC Special Project Fund = $864.53 

• MCC Operating Budget = $400 

 

c. Correspondence 

The agenda for the August 7th Select Board meeting has three MCC related items:  

• a letter of understanding with a neighboring landowner regarding the location of a hiking 

trail under construction in the MTF; 

• emerald ash borer preparedness; and  

• consideration of the potential for in-kind services from the Town to support the Shady 

Rill Ecosystem Restoration Grant project.  

 

d. Middlesex Outstanding Conservationist Award 

After some discussion members agreed to consider likely candidates and bring potential names 

to the next MCC meeting. George suggested the award might include a small gift in addition to 
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the written proclamation. 

 

2. Projects 

 

a. Shady Rill Ecosystem Restoration Grant 

Heather had reviewed the 30% design plans for the Shady Rill Park that were circulated prior to 

the meeting and was concerned that it appeared that some picnic and parking areas were 

proposed to be located in wetland areas. She was also concerned about the presence of Shady 

Rill Road and how it might impact or be impacted by the work proposed for the Shady Rill Park. 

It was also noted that Mike Patterson owns property directly across the brook from the park and 

he should be included in any planning. George noted that sewage disposal is an issue since the 

onsite pit toilet is in bad shape. 

 

b. MTF 

A letter of understanding regarding the proposed trail location between the Town and 

neighboring landowner Scott Beaudin will be discussed at the August 7th Select Board meeting. 

A potential trail work date was set for September 2nd at 9:00 a.m. The MCC would like to have 

someone from the Select Board view the cabin on the property. 

 

c. 3 Mile Bridge Parcel 

The Cross Vermont Trail Association has mowed portions of the property as they had previously 

indicated they would. The MCC is anticipating receiving a draft design for the signage for the 

property.  

 

d. Emerald Ash Borer 

The emerald ash borer will be discussed with the Select Board to consider possible options to 

address this impending threat to Middlesex ash trees.  

 

3. Other Business 

 

Larry is on the Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan Clean Water Advisory Committee and has 

submitted comments on the draft plan. MCC members expressed interest in his comments so 

Larry will circulate them via email.  

 

Ross mentioned an upcoming celebration of the Hunger Mountain Headwaters Project with 

Senator Patrick Leahy that will be held at the Hope Davey Park in Waterbury.  

 

Sorsha recommended use of emails with the title referencing not using the reply to all function to 

allow communication among MCC members without raising the issue of an unwarned meeting.  

 

Mitch said he has been in contact with a Rumney teacher who is interested in some clearing of 

blowdowns on the nature trail accessed from the school. Mitch will work with the teacher and 
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may contact the Boy Scouts about this trail work.  

 

Motion to adjourn from George with a second by Sorsha; the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 

 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary 

 
 

 

 


