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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Thursday, April 4,20 2019
7:00 p.m.
Middlesex Town Office
Middlesex, VT

Minutes

Commissioners Present: Larry Becker, Heather Katz, Ross Lieblappen, George Longenecker,
Lee Rosberg, Dave Shepard
Guests: Mitch Osiecki — Middlesex Recreation Director/Planning Commission

1. Administrative Operations

a. Previous Meeting Minutes

Ross made a motion to approve the minutes of the Middlesex Conservation Commission (MCC)
March 7, 2019 meeting with a second from George. The minutes were approved with the
correction of two typographical errors.

b. Treasurer’s Report
No updates to report for the fund balances or operating budget.

c. Correspondence

The MCC received from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns - Climate Action Program, a
request to complete a municipal energy survey due in about a week. Lee will forward the request
to the MCC for anyone who may have the time to complete.

Gianna Petito contacted the MCC about the Shady Rill project; further discussion is under
project reports.

Liz Scharf contacted the MCC to inquire if we knew who had donated the five million dollars to
the Stowe Land Trust for a recent land conservation project on the Worcester Range; the MCC
was not aware of the identity of the donor.

2. Project Reports

a. Emerald Ash Borer

There was a mix-up on the date for the training session in use of a mapping app and the event did
not occur. A new app will be available this summer, Lee will forward a link. The training was
rescheduled for April 27" at 10:30 at the town garage following the scrap metal removal from
the cabin site on the Middlesex Town Forest.

b. Middlesex Town Forest (MTF)

Lee presented an application and itemized budget for an Association of Vermont Conservation
Commissions Tiny Grant. The grant request is for $550 to help support the construction of an
information kiosk and trail signs for the MTF.
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A work day will be held on April 27" at 9:00 to remove scrap metal from the cabin site so that it
can be recycled on Green-Up Day. The plan will be to transport the metal from the cabin site to a
pickup truck using a hand wheelbarrow. Lee will also check with Steve Juiffre about whether he
and his ATV might be available. The metal will be brought to the town garage to put into the
metal dumpster that will be available for Green-Up Day.

Dave reported on his contact with Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation Permit
Specialist Pete Kopsco regarding the potential for any state permits for the trail construction on
the MTF. It’s unlikely the trail would trigger the need for any permits but he recommended
checking with the Watershed Management Division about stream alteration and wetlands. Dave
will make these inquiries. Mr. Kopsco also noted that a project review sheet, that he can prepare,
would be required in an application for a recreational trails grant from the Department of Forests,
Parks and Recreation.

c. Shady Rill Park

The Shady Rill Park project has received funding for a 100% design via a clean water block
grant. A meeting will be held regarding this project; Gianna Petito will be sending out a Doodle
Poll to select a date.

d. Three Mile Bridge Road Park

Greg Western with the Cross Vermont Trail Association (CVTA) is planning on installing signs
this spring. Volunteers from CVTA will also be mowing, performing some invasive species
control and potentially planting some trees along the river bank.

e. Martins’ and Herrick Brook Reclassification
The MCC will draft letters of support for the reclassification for the MCC and the Select Board.

f. Composting Workshop

The MCC will host a composting workshop to be presented by the Central Vermont Solid Waste

District at Rumney School on Wednesday, May 22" starting at 6:00. MCC members will need to
be there at 5:30 to get chairs set up. There will be advertising on Front Porch Forum, the Rumney
newsletter and through the MCC email distribution list.

g. Green Up Day

Green Up Day is May 4": Sorsha has volunteered to organize our effort. A conservation
commission in the northwestern part of the state posted on the web that the Northwestern Solid
Waste District isn’t accepting bulky items and tires as part of Green Up this year.

h. Amphibian Migration

Dave reported that all known Middlesex road crossing sites appear to have adopters this year
through the North Branch Nature Center. The role that might be played by the MCC this year is
unclear, possibly we could still assist at the Molly Supple Hill Road site. George will post the
signs for that site.

3. New and Other Business
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* Energy Committee — potentially discuss with the Planning Commission the potential for an
Energy Committee.

* MCC Appointments — Lee has notified the Select Board that Larry Becker is interested in being
reappointed to the MCC for another term. Lee hasn’t heard back from Dick Alderman as to
whether he is also interested in serving another term. Bill Dorrigan has withdrawn his name for
consideration for appointment due to other commitments.

» National Trails Day on June 1% — The MCC will look to host a hike on the MTF, potentially
with a focus on wild edibles and wild flowers. Dave will check with Susanna Bliss.

«Adventure Race — On August 10" the Green Mountain Adventure Racing Association will be
conducting an annual multiple leg orienteering style race and would like to include the MTF.
There will potentially be around 80 participants. Lee checked the MTF Management Plan and
there didn’t appear to be any conflict.

*Front Porch Forum Calendar — The MCC received a request from the Middlesex
Communication Team (created at the What’s Next Middlesex event) to use the calendar feature
of Front Porch Forum to post events, including our meetings. Ross will add MCC meetings and
currently planned events to the calendar.

Lee moved to adjourn the meeting with a second from Heather and the meeting adjourned at 9:02
p.m.

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary



