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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Thursday, September 5, 2019
Middlesex Town Office
Middlesex, VT

Minutes

Commissioners Present: Sorsha Anderson, Larry Becker, Heather Katz, Ross Lieblappen, George
Longenecker, Dell McDonough, Lee Rosberg, Dave Shepard

1. Administrative Operations
a. Minutes of August 8" Middlesex Conservation Commission Meeting (MCC)
Lee provided clarification for the minutes with a breakdown of recent expenditures from the
MCC 2019 operating budget as follows:

e Purchase of a mattock for trail work = $47.69

e Purchase of paint and brushes for blazing the Chases Mountain Trail = $58.00

e Annual Association of Vermont Conservation Commission (AVCC) membership dues =

$50.00

A correction was noted for the correct spelling of Collin O’Neal’s name. A motion to approve,
with the clarifications and correction, was made by Heather with a second from Dell; minutes
were approved.

b. Treasurer Report
Heather presented the following balances:
e Special Projects Fund = $1415.00
e Conservation Fund = $4032.73
e Annual Operating Budget = $500.00

c. Leadership Transition:

Lee stated that he needs to step down as chair due to significant demands on his time. Ross
suggested that MCC members could be the point person for various projects to spread this
responsibility around. Ross is interested in the Middlesex Town Forest (MTF) but can’t take on
being the lead until the spring. Dave volunteered to fill in until then. George had previously
volunteered for the Shady Rill Park project and Heather is interested in water quality related
projects. Larry will follow up on the status of maintenance and signage that the Cross Vermont
Trail Association had indicated they would do at the park on Three Mile Bridge Road.

d. MCC Email Account
At present it won’t be possible for the MCC to have a Town email account. Ross suggested
setting up a Gmail account that everyone on the MCC could access.

e. Correspondence
e The Vermont Natural Resources Council annual meeting will be held at Shelburne Farms
on September 12" from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
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e There are proposed changes to the public input process for U.S. Forest Service projects.
The public comments period ended on August 26,

e State Government Municipal Days will be held to provide informational/training sessions
for municipal government. There will be a number of these around the state, the
Montpelier session will be on October 25

e The AVCC annual meeting will be on September 28", Dell is potentially interested in
attending, the MCC has funds in the budget to reimburse MCC members to attend.

2. Project Reports

a. Wrightsville Trail

There was discussion of recent concern expressed by Collin O’Neal about the state of several
bridges on a trail at Wrightsville Beach Recreation Area that the MCC had been involved with
constructing. Dave is the only current member who was on the MCC at the time the trail was
constructed. His recollection was that the bridges were constructed by a Vermont Youth
Conservation Corps trail crew. MCC member Scott Gurley had secured grant funding to pay for
the work. George has walked the trail and seen the bridges and prepared a report. Dave will
research the MCC archives to dig up the history of the MCC involvement in the project. While
likely too late for the issues caused by the high water in 2019, if there is future damage to the
trail system to flooding it could be worth exploring whether repairs could be eligible for FEMA
funding.

b. MTF

Lee has prepared a thank you letter to the AVCC for the grant received by the MCC to support
construction of a trail kiosk. Lee will follow-up on ordering the materials to construct the kiosk
and setting up a work day to construct it.

There has been unauthorized trail cutting on the MTF that leads from near the summit of Chases
Mountain to an apple orchard on Perry Hill Road in Waterbury. MCC will need to get the word
out that trail cutting can’t be done on the MTF without permission of the Town. Lee has walked
the unauthorized trail and noted it didn’t appear will laid out and may be a future erosion
problem.

There has been interest expressed in using the Chases Mountain Trail; Ross will post a note on
Front Porch Forum stating that the trail is open and blazed but isn’t completely finished and there
aren’t any signs on the trail. George has completed a trail description for a Green Mountain Club
trail publication. Dave will check with Ross on the status of an up to date GPS location for the
trail that could be put on a map for posting at the trailhead. Dave noted that he has confirmed that
there is one location where the current route of the trail is closer to a vernal pool than the 50 foot
minimum buffer required under State wetlands regulations. A relatively short relocation will be
necessary to move the trail further from the vernal pool.

c. Shady Rill Park Restoration Design
Heather attended a meeting hosted by the Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District
(WNRCD) where the 100% design for the project was presented. WNRCD is looking for



Middlesex Conservation Commission — September 5, 2019 Meeting Minutes
Page 3 of 3

funding for the necessary match for state grant funds and was seeking around $2000 from
Middlesex. It was suggested that funding could come from the Middlesex Conservation Fund.
George inquired whether the project has a means to account for unanticipated costs and whether
removal of the sediment plug is still part of the plan. Heather will follow up with WNRCD about
potential funding from the MCC.



