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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 23, 2023 at 7:00
Meeting Conducted Via Zoom

Minutes

Commissioners Present: Ross Lieblappen, George Longenecker, Adrienne Magida, Dave
Shepard

1. Administrative Operations

a. Minutes of May 2, 2023 Meeting
Adrienne moved approval of the minutes of the May 2" meeting of the Middlesex Conservation
Commission (MCC), with a second from George. The minutes were approved.

b. Treasurer’s Report
Ross presented the account balances as follows:
e Conservation Fund: $23,161.20
e Special Projects Fund: $1,003.26
e Operating Budget: $116.26
Dave brought up a chainsaw pack for consideration as a potential future purchase for the
Commission; the cost would be approximately $300.00.

c. Correspondence

Middlesex is looking for volunteers from different town committees to work on an update to the
Hazard Mitigation Plan. Members present thought Commissioner Lee Rosberg might have an
interest.

Adrienne checked with Joanne Mancroft about filling one of the vacancies on the Commission;
she wasn’t interested but suggested Kimberly Hagen. Kimberly did express interest but not at the
present time. Ross contacted Sarah Birgé who had previously been interested however she is
likely moving out of town. Zach Smith was mentioned as someone who might be interested.
Adrienne will post that there are two vacancies on Front Porch Forum.

2. Project Reports (point person shown in parentheses)

a. Trails Committee (Adrienne, Dave, George, and/or Jon)

Installation of trailhead signs on several Class 4 roads is imminent and once that is done there
will be walks led by a Committee member on each of the roads. Sarah Moulton is exploring
posting a map of the Mount Hunger/White Rocks trails on the What’s Next Middlesex website.
There was a second scouting trip for the shorter loop trail in the Middlesex Town Forest. Seth
Coffey who was instrumental in laying out the route of the Chases Mountain Trail has agreed to
assist with this trail. George led a walk from his house on trails on a large property at the end of
Tangletown Road.
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b. Shady Rill Park/Wrightsville Beach Recreation Area (George)
George reported that the Wrightsville Beach Recreation Area will open for the season on
Memorial Day weekend.

c. Middlesex Town Forest (Ross and Dave)

Dave reported on a work outing on May 20™. Most blowdowns were cleared and a couple of
larger ones that will require a chainsaw were made reasonably passable but still need to be
removed. Those will be tackled when Dave can arrange for a coworker. Ross informed the
County Forester the MCC is interested in an updated timber management plan. The County
Forester felt access for timber through the adjoining Villeneuve parcel would be important. It is
likely that Lee had the most recent contact with Ann Villeneuve’s forester. Previously the idea
had been to coordinate a timber harvest on both properties but now we may want to seek
permission to cross the property for the purpose of hauling timber.

d. Three Mile Bridge Wayside (Larry)
Larry Becker sent a photo of an apple tree on the property in full flower.

e. Wildlife Mapping Project
The Planning Commission has sent out a survey to inform this project.

f. Worcester Range Trail Maintenance

Dave reported his schedule is such that he won’t be able to lead a group to work on Worcester
Range trails on June 4™, He also has not heard back from the Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation but will follow up.

3. New/Other Business

The next meeting will be the annual outdoor potluck dinner event at Shady Rill Park at 6 p.m. on
June 27",

Adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary



