
 

 

MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 at 7:00 pm 

Meeting Conducted Via Zoom 

 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present: George Longenecker, Adrienne Magida, Dave Shepard and Jon Udis 

 

Guests: Lee Paulin (based on name on Zoom account) 

 

1. Administrative Operations 

 

a. Minutes of October 24, 2023 Meeting 

Jon moved approval of the minutes of the October 24th meeting of the Middlesex Conservation 

Commission (MCC), with a second from George. The minutes were approved.  

 

b. Treasurer’s Report 

There was no update on the financials. There was discussion of the annual request for funding 

for the Middlesex Conservation Fund. George noted due to the July flooding the Town budget is 

going to be tight and questioned if the MCC should not request funding for the upcoming year. 

Dave noted during a previous challenging budget year the MCC had reduced the request from 

the usual $5000 to a smaller sum and suggested requesting $2500. After further discussion all 

members agreed to request $2500. 

 

2. Project Reports (point person shown in parentheses) 

a. Trails Committee (Adrienne, Dave, George, and/or Jon)  

Adrienne reported that the trailhead sign installed at the northern end of Barnet Hill Road has 

disappeared. Mitch Osiecki is looking into replacing the sign, possibly with special screws that 

are difficult to remove. Joanne Mankoff has done some research on Bob Kemp for whom the 

Bob Kemp Trail on White Rocks Mountain is named. George said Anne Winchester in Calais 

might have some information.  

 

b. Wrightsville Beach Recreation Area and Shady Rill Park (George) 

No update.  

 

c. Middlesex Town Forest (Ross and Dave) 

Dave reported that he will work on a proposal for the shorter loop trail in the Town Forest for the 

MCC to review.  

 

d. Three Mile Bridge Road and Other Potential Flood Damaged Buyouts 

There is a new employee the Vermont Housing & Conservation Board who has communicated 

with the Town about the annual review of this site. The home at 28 Rich Road (across Three 

Mile Bridge Road from the Wayside Park) has been demolished per FEMA buyout. There is a 

mobile home on Rich Road between the removed home at 28 Rich Road and Three Mile Bridge 

Wayside Park. If that property should also become a FEMA buyout there would be three 



 

 

contiguous parcels along the Winooski. A FEMA buyout has been approved for a property at the 

bottom of Lower Sunnybrook Road.  

 

3. New/Other Business  

a. Japanese Knotweed  

A Middlesex knotweed project has been set up on iNaturalist. Jon and Adrienne have done some 

driving around town and noted a fair amount of knotweed present, mostly on private property. 

None was observed on East Hill Road or Government Hill Road but it is present on many other 

roads. Potential plan is to begin by mapping the locations of knotweed and then select several to 

work on first where the stand is of a small enough size that eradication is feasible.  

 

b. Putnamville Residents Flood Issues 

The MCC has received a list of concerns for water related issues of sever Putnamville residents; 

is there a role for the MCC? Dave asked if perhaps the culvert failure issues that were among the 

issues mentioned could by looked into for whether the maintenance of these is a town or state 

responsibility. Adrienne will inquire with the Road Foreman about who is responsible for these 

culverts.  

 

c. Next meeting 

Adrienne proposed cancelling the December meeting since it would occur on December 26th. All 

members agreed with cancelling the meeting such that the next meeting will be the regularly 

scheduled fourth Tuesday of January.  

 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary 
 

 

 


