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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Tuesday, March 26, 2024 at 7:00 pm 
Meeting Conducted Via Zoom 

 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present: Larry Becker, Ross Lieblappen, George Longenecker, Adrienne 

Magida, Dave Shepard and Jon Udis 

 

Guests: Jwan Joslin and Patrick Wood 

 

1. Administrative Operations 

a. Minutes of February 27, 2024 Meeting 

Larry moved approval of the minutes of the February 27th meeting of the Middlesex 

Conservation Commission (MCC), with a second from Jon. The minutes were approved.  

 

b. Treasurer’s Report 

No financial updates were available. The requested $2500 appropriation for the Conservation 

Fund was approved at Town Meeting.  

 

c. Natural Resources Conservation Service Emergency Watershed Protection Program (NRCS-

EWPP) 

The Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC) received two bids for 

engineering services for implementing the on the ground work funded by this program. Adrienne 

and Larry will join the CVRPC in reviewing the bids and selecting the contractor. The decision 

will likely be made on March 28th.  

 

2. Project Reports (point person shown in parentheses) 

a. Trails Committee (Adrienne, Dave, George, and/or Jon)  

Trailhead signs will be made and installed for Bolduc/Dolan Road. A walk to assess Bushey 

Road will be scheduled sometime in May. The Committee has been approached about potential 

trails on the Galaxy Property on Colby Road. Another potential trail is located partly on 

Kimberley Hagen’s property and would connect with the Ellis-Bruce Trail that goes from 

Worcester to Calais. 

 

Minutes of Trails Committee meetings can be found at the What’s Next Middlesex website: 

http://www.whatsnextmiddlesex.org/meeting-minutes.html.  

 

b. Wrightsville Beach Recreation Area and Shady Rill Park (George) 

Adrienne noted the MCC will need to establish a means for updates now that George is no longer 

the Middlesex representative on the Wrightsville Beach Recreation District Board. The structures 

at the park will be replaced this spring with support from FEMA and the park will open in May. 

Park Manager Collin O’Neil is interested in the trail on the east side of the reservoir referenced 

above that would cross Kimberley Hagen’s property. George said the washed out road at the 

Shady Rill Picnic Area may have been repaired.  

http://www.whatsnextmiddlesex.org/meeting-minutes.html
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c. Middlesex Town Forest (Ross and Dave) 

With mud season upcoming, Dave will check in with Bryan Redmond about posting the trail 

closure signs for the Chases Mountain Trail. Ross suggested it might be appropriate to check in 

with Anne Villeneuve’s daughter about timber management access across her property to the 

Town Forest.   

 

d. Three Mile Bridge Road and Other Potential Flood Damaged Buyouts (Larry) 

FEMA buyouts are now with the State and there likely won’t be further action until the summer.  

 

e. Knotweed Project 

Don Hirsch reported some knotweed on Upper Barnett Hill Road that he volunteered to work on 

controlling. George suggested Shady Rill Park as a good site for the MCC to start with; Adrienne 

will contact Collin O’Neil about any needed approval. Completing mapping of the knotweed 

locations in Middlesex is also a needed step in the process along with a demonstration site, 

probably on public land.  

 

3. New/Other Business  

a. Green Up Day 

Jon has contacted Casella about the cost for a dumpster; approval will be needed from the Select 

Board for paying for the dumpster. Bolduc will likely be providing a container for metal 

recycling. The Town pays for the disposal of tires and gets reimbursed. Jon will contact the 

Board about the dumpster cost.  

 

b. Vermont Environmental Consortium Event 

This event is taking place May 2nd in Burlington. Ross will be attending as part of his work. 

Larry is also interested; the MCC can pay his registration fee out of the MCC budget.  

 

c. Town Forest Loop Trail 

The MCC will request to present the proposal for the loop trail on the Town Forest to the Select 

Board at their April 2nd meeting.  

 

d. Energy Fair Composting Workshop 

The Planning Commission is looking to have a display on composting without attracting bears at 

the upcoming Energy Fair on April 27th and is seeking volunteers to help staff a table.   

 

e. Roads Subcommittee 

The Select Board is forming a subcommittee to discuss managing the gravel roads during mud 

season. 

 

f. MCC Vacancies 

Adrienne will check in with Owen Dalton who had expressed interest in potentially joining the 

MCC.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary 


