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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Tuesday, May 28, 2024 at 7:00 pm 
Meeting Conducted Via Zoom 

 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present: Larry Becker, Ross Lieblappen, Adrienne Magida and Dave Shepard 

 

Guests: Aric Brown, Owen Dalton, Kimberley Hagen and Aaron Weed 

 

1. Administrative Operations 

a. Minutes of April 23, 2024 Meeting 

Kimberley moved approval of the minutes of the April 23rd meeting of the Middlesex 

Conservation Commission (MCC), with a second from Adrienne. The minutes were approved.  

 

b. Treasurer’s Report 

Ross reported the current budget and fund balances as follows: 

• Operating budget: $416.26 

• Special Projects Fund: $1,013.27 

• Conservation Fund: $23,292.04  

Ross noted the Conservation Fund balance does not reflect the $2000 appropriation made at the 

2024 Town Meeting.  

 

2. Project Reports (point person shown in parentheses) 

a. Wrightsville Beach Recreation Area and Shady Rill Park (Aric) 

Aric reported on attending his first meeting of the Wrightsville Beach Recreation District Board 

as the Middlesex representative in April. Board meetings will be held every other month. Most 

structures in the park were damaged by the flooding last July. The park opened for the season on 

Memorial Day weekend. The District has applied for grants from the Federal Emergency 

Management Administration for two trailers, one to serve as the entry kiosk and one for tool 

storage. The trailers will be mobile and can be moved to high ground if flooding is anticipated. 

District employees have also prepared the Shady Rill Picnic Area for visitors. Adrienne told Aric 

the MCC is interested in ways to assist the District. Kimberley mentioned the potential trail on 

the east side of the reservoir. 

 

b. Trails Committee (Adrienne, Dave, George, and/or Jon) 

Adrienne reported on the Committee’s walk on Bushey Road. The road is a nice walk; there is 

some confusion about the last stretch of the road where it joins East Hill Road. Aaron joined the 

meeting as he has knowledge of the route since his mother’s property borders the road and from 

his experience maintaining the snowmobile trail that uses part of Bushey Road. The preferred 

route would utilize a grassy area; Aaron said there might be some work needed to move some 

tires and trim some brush.  
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Russ Bennett attended the last Committee meeting and presented the concept for a trail along the 

Winooski River from Roots Store to the Camp Meade property. He also discussed potential trails 

on the Galaxy property just north of the I89 exit.  

 

A trailhead sign will be installed for Dolan Road/Bolduc Road and the sign has been installed for 

North Bear Swamp Road.  

 

Minutes of Trails Committee meetings can be found at the What’s Next Middlesex website: 

http://www.whatsnextmiddlesex.org/meeting-minutes.html.  

 

 

c. USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Emergency Watershed Protection Program  

Larry reported the next step in this project is to have the 90% design for each site shown to the 

property owners. The contractor is presently working on those designs.  

 

c. Middlesex Town Forest (Ross and Dave) 

Dave reported that the spring walkthrough of the Chases Mountain Trail has been completed and 

the trail is in good shape for the hiking season. The Town Forest Management Plan is in need of 

updating and Dave offered to work on drafting updates.   

 

d. Japanese Knotweed Project 

Adrienne reported on a work outing at Shady Rill Park to combat the knotweed. One of the 

extensive patches was cut and roots dug up with the material placed on a pallet underlain by 

black plastic. Another significant patch remains in the picnic area. Kimberley described a project 

she is working on using grazing animals to control knotweed in the Mad River Valley. Dave 

mentioned there is a large patch of knotweed growing in a gravel deposit in Great Brook at the 

bottom of McCullough Hill Road that is supposed to be removed as a flood mitigation effort.  

 

A question was raised as to whether there are concerns from the road crew about pulling chervil 

and dropping the pulled plants on the edge of the road.  

 

3. New/Other Business  

a. Green Up Day 

Efforts on Green Up Day were reported as being very successful.  

 

b. White Rocks Trail Workday 

Adrienne will send an email proposing a workday on one the last two weekends in June. 

 

c. Tree Planting Grant 

Discussion of a tree planting grant will be taken up at the June meeting.  

 

d. Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Matt Schley sent the MCC information about a hazard mitigation grant; Larry thought some 

aspects of the program could be appropriate but the MCC doesn’t have the capacity to put 

together an application by the application deadline that is three weeks away. 

http://www.whatsnextmiddlesex.org/meeting-minutes.html


 

Middlesex Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes – May 28, 2024 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 

Next Meeting:  

The next meeting will be on June 25th and will include a potluck dinner to be held at the Shady 

Rill Picnic Area with the meeting starting at 5 pm with dinner at 6 pm.  

 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary 
 

 


