Town Of Middlesex

Development Review Board Meeting

Meeting Notes for March 26, 2025, 6:00 PM

Attendance,

DRB Members; Peter Raymond, Stacey Skadberg, Sandra Levine, Larry Rooney, Mitch Osiecki, and
Zoning Administrator Kevin Thompson.

Also Present were Sharon Merchant, Dennis Hill, Roy Chmielewski, Owen Dalton, George Brett, Tayna
Brett, Christopher Amanti, Kris Jurentkuff.

6:00 pm — The meeting was called to order by Peter Raymond. Sandy made a motion to change the
order of the agenda. The motion was to conduct the DRB organization meeting (election of officers) to
the end of the meeting after the hearings. The motion was seconded by Mitch and the motion carried,
allin favor.

6:05 pm — Peter Raymond open hearing # 25-02, a request by the Middlesex United Methodist Church
to site a daycare facility within the church structure to be constructed at 10 Church Street.

Peter Raymond asks if anyone wants to speak on behalf of the applicant or as an interested person.
Sharon Merchant and Roy Chmielewski are identified as the applicants. George Brett (on zoom) and
Owen Dalton were identified as interested parties. They are sworn in to provide testimony.

Sharon Merchant provided a brief overview of the project, mentioning that detailed planning is still
in progress. The daycare facility will be part of a new, modern, green building with facilities for the
handicapped. The daycare will be registered with the state of Vermont and will cater for young
children, possibly up to age six. The building will be constructed on the same footprint as the former
building, but it will be smaller and closer to the parking area. The daycare will share the same
driveway and parking lot as the church, with specific areas designated for drop-offs and pickups. The
building will have a fenced-in yard for the children, meeting state requirements for safety.

Peter Raymond and other members discuss the access and parking arrangements for the daycare
facility. Concerns are raised about the timing of the daycare facility and the need for more detailed
information on the daycare operations. George Brett raises questions about the ages of the children
and the timing of the daycare facility. Owen Dalton asks about the provider of the daycare and the
lease arrangements, to which Sharon Merchant responds that these details are still being finalized.
The board discussed the need for a detailed site plan, including landscaping and parking
arrangements.

The board decides to continue the hearing on permit 2502 to April 23 to allow for further
information and site plan details. The board emphasizes the need for more concrete information on
the daycare facility and its operations. Stacey Skadberg made a motion to continue hearing #25-02
to April 23, 2025, it was seconded by Mitch Osiecki, the board voted all in favor and agrees to
continue the hearing and provide the applicant with enough time to gather the necessary
information. Full discussion is available on video recording.



6:41 pm — Peter Raymond opened the hearing on application #25-03. A request by Dennis Hill for a
3-lot subdivision at 236 Culver Hill Rd. The proposed subdivision is subject to review and approval by
the DRB pursuant to Article 6 of the Middlesex Land Use and Development Regulations.

Peter Raymond asks if anyone else is present that will testify. Dennis Hill points out neighbors
George and Tanya Brett. Peter administers the oath to the participants, including Dennis Hill.
Dennis Hill presents the application, explaining the need for a 15.2-acre parcel due to density
requirements. He mentions discussions with neighbors and engineers to meet the density
expectations. Dennis highlights the addition of 0.84 acres purchased from his neighbors to meet
the density requirements.

Peter Raymond discusses the easement for lot one and the proposed building sites. Dennis
explains the proposed building sites and setbacks and confirms the approval of wastewater
permits for the lots. Dennis explains the previous subdivision that created lot two and the
current three-lot subdivision.

Sandy Levine raises concerns about development on slopes greater than 25%.

The board discussed the slope analysis and the proposed septic system. Also discussed was the
impact on natural areas and critical wildlife habitat. Dennis confirms the proposed subdivision
maintains open land and does not fragment natural features.

Mitch moves to close the hearing and enter into a deliberate session, Stacey seconded the
motion and all voted in favor. Full discussion is available on video recording.

7:20 pm — Peter Raymond introduces the next item on the agenda for sketch plan review by
Christopher and Kristen Amanti for a potential two-lot subdivision of their 390-acre property,
adjacent to 220 South Bear Swamp Rd.

Sandy Levine mentions potential recusal due to previous involvement in a similar subdivision.
Kris Jurentkuffe from Chase Surveyors and Christopher Amanti (On Zoom)

introduced the sketch plan and the history of the property's previous subdivision. Full
discussion is available on video recording.

8:00 pm — The DRB held an organizational session. Sandy made a motion to nominate Peter
Raymond for Chair of the DRB, seconded by Mitch, and all were in favor. Sandy made a motion
to nominate Stacey for the Vice-Chair of the DRB, seconded by Larry, all voted in favor. Sandy
made a motion to nominate Larry as Secretary of the DRB, all voted in favor.

It was also recommended that we reach out to the alternates for the DRB and see if they were
still interested in serving as a substitute.

8:07 pm — Chair Peter Raymond made a motion to end the public meeting and go into
deliberative session. Seconded by Sandy and all voted in favor.



