Draft Minutes

Meeting of the Middlesex Planning Commission
Wednesday, March 15, 2023
6:00 PM
Middlesex Town Clerk’s Office
5 Church Street
Middlesex, VT 05602

This meeting was conducted in-person at the Town Clerk’s Office and remotely using the town’s Zoom
account.

Planning Commission Members
Nicole D’Agostino - absent

Jon Leibowitz

Sandy Levine

Elle O’Casey

Mitch Osiecki

Guests:
Adrienne Magida, resident

Clare Rock, CVRPC
Zach Melchar, CVRPC

Call to Order

Chair Sandy Levine called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.

Roll Call: Sandy, Jon, Elle, and Mitch were present; Nicole was absent.

Mitch attended from the Town Clerk’s Office; all others participated via Zoom.

Sandy made introductions and welcomed guests to the meeting.

Organizational Meeting:

Jon nominated Sandy to serve as Chair; Mitch seconded. Vote to approve: 4-0.
Mitch nominated Jon to serve as Vice-Chair; Elle seconded. Vote to approve: 4-0.
Jon nominated Mitch to serve as Secretary; Elle seconded. Vote to approve: 4-0.

Meeting date & time: By consensus, PC agreed to continue practice of setting holding meetings on the
3 Wednesday of the month at 6:00.



PC will continue practice of providing regular updates to the Select Board, roughly quarterly. Our next
update with the SB is scheduled for Tuesday, April 4.

Sandy has circulated a set of model rules of procedure from the CVRPC. Mitch suggested that members
review and discuss adoption at our April meeting.

One final item: Mitch suggested that it would be worthwhile to have a PC member serve as a
representative to the CVRPC. Ron Krauth has been the Middlesex representative for some time.
Middlesex can appoint an alternate in addition to the regular rep. Mitch offered to serve as an alternate
if no one else is interested. By consensus, PC agreed to have Mitch serve as an alternate to the CVRPC.
Mitch will contact Sarah about adding that nomination to an upcoming SB agenda.

Old Business:
Cannabis Control
Sandy reviewed our research into options for local control of cannabis. Sandy has drafted a letter to the

Select Board summarizing our work on this topic. The letter asks the Select Board to consider taking
action on this matter.

Wildlife Management/Natural Resources Planning/Conservation/Outdoor Recreation Planning
Sandy has shared a draft workplan from the CVRPC for a project to examine Wildlife Management,
Natural Resources, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Planning

Deliverable will be an inventory of Wildlife and Natural Resources in Middlesex. Expected completion
date is end of June.

Motion: Jon moved to adopt the draft workplan; Elle seconded.
Vote to approve: 4-0.

Sandy welcomed Clare Rock, who made some brief remarks on the project and discussed the support
CVRPC is able to provide.

Clare also discusses some of the tools available to us, including:
e Bio-finder;
e Middlesex Natural Resources Planner

Clare demonstrated many of the data layers available on these GIS mapping tools.

Clare opened the conversation to questions from the PC.



Mitch noted that these maps could be useful in determining a designated “building envelope” for
proposed subdivisions, particularly that portion of a lot designated as open spaces or wildlife
management.

Elle asked how priority and highest priority areas are designated.

Sandy asked about next steps.

Clare responded that after exploring current mapping, we should consider outreach to landowners to
get feedback about areas most in need of protecting.

Jon would like to take a deeper look at some of the mapping layers demoed tonight.

Mitch agreed that there is plenty of useful data waiting to be explored. Mitch also noted that
development doesn’t completely inhibit wildlife movement — deer, bears, and other wildlife traverses
property with some regularity.

Brief discussion of ways we might share this information with residents.

Jon wondered if the PC should seek direction from landowners about whether we should delve into this
research.

Sandy noted that the Town Plan provides some guidance into the responsibilities of the PC.
Discussion of next steps.

Clare will work on a preliminary survey. PC can review. Elle commented that she would like the chance
to review the survey before it is released.

Jon and Elle volunteered to work with Clare on survey language. Will plan to finalize a survey about a
week ahead of our April meeting. Will plan to approve final survey language at our April meeting and
publish the survey shortly after that meeting.

Updated Project List

Sandy has updated and slightly reorganized our project list. Current project list shared with tonight’s
meeting materials has a dead link. Sandy will correct.

Other Business

Walkable Middlesex — Sandy is looking for ways to move this project forward.

There are significant challenges involved in getting this project into various pipelines.



There might be some opportunities to break the project into some smaller components and advance
some elements incrementally.

One example is so-called “demonstration projects.” The AOT has apparently stated that “vertical
elements” are not allowed to be incorporated into demonstration projects (such as plastic dividers
marking a bike/pedestrian lane along the highway).

The AARP has sponsored demonstration projects incorporating such vertical elements. We should seek
advice from them about what we might be able to do.

Minutes

Motion: Jon moved to approve draft minutes of PC meeting on February 15; Sandy seconded.

Vote to approve: 3-0-1 (Elle abstained).

Next Meeting

e April 4 — SB meeting (Sandy will share brief update on work of the PC).
e April 19 — Regular monthly meeting.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Mitch Osiecki,
Planning Commission secretary



