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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, November 2, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 

Middlesex, VT 

 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present: Dick Alderman, Larry Becker, Heather Katz, Lee Rosberg, Dave Shepard 

Guest: Mitch Osiecki, Middlesex Recreation Director/Zoning Administrator 

 

1. Administrative Operations: 

 

a. Minutes of the October 5th Middlesex Conservation Commission Meeting 

Lee moved to approve the minutes of the October 5th meeting of the Middlesex Conservation 

Commission (MCC) with a second from Heather. The minutes were approved. 

 

b. Treasurer's Report 

Heather did not have updated financial reports; there have been no expenses since the October meeting. 

Lee said he had received an email from Select Board Clerk Sarah Merriman requesting someone from 

the MCC attend the November 14th or 28th Select Board meeting to present the MCC budget for the 

next fiscal year. Heather said she can attend the meeting on November 14th. Lee made a motion to 

present a budget request for annual operating expenses for the MCC of $500 with the allocations for 

various categories to be the same as the last budget and to request an appropriation of $5000 to the 

Middlesex Conservation Fund. Heather seconded the motion and the motion passed.  

 

c. Correspondence 

Lee read a letter from Sorsha Anderson expressing her interest in joining the MCC. Dave moved to 

recommend to the Select Board that Sorsha Anderson be appointed to one of the vacant positions on 

the MCC. Larry seconded the motion and the motion passed.  

 

Charley Merriman’s term on the MCC ended in the spring of 2017 and he has told Lee that he will not 

seek to be reappointed. Heather indicated Brian Cotterill has expressed potential interest in joining the 

MCC.  

 

Mitch Oseicki reported he has joined the Vermont Recreation and Park Association in his role as 

Recreation Director for Middlesex. He attended the annual meeting and won a door prize which was 

three hours of trail consultation with a professional trail designer. 

 

Kate Wanner with the Trust for Public Lands contacted the MCC to notify that she can attend the 

December MCC meeting to provide an update on the Hunger Mountain Headwaters Project. 

 

2. Project Reports 

 

a. Walt Kelley Park 
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The town highway department has graded the fill that had been deposited at the park but has had 

difficulty in obtaining mulch hay to cover it. Mitch is interested in public input on how they would like 

to see this park used.  

 

b. Middlesex Town Forest (MTF) 

• MTF Management Plan 

No update on this project.  

• MTF Trail: 

Work was carried out on the trail on Sunday, October 29th consisting of additional clearing of the 

pathway and realignment of a short section of the flagline. Lee used a highly accurate GPS unit to 

confirm that a section of the flagline had crossed the boundary of the MTF onto the adjoining property. 

This section was reflagged back onto the MTF but hasn’t been cut yet.  

•Mapping 

Larry and Dave will be meeting on November 3rd with staff from the Central Vermont Regional 

Planning Commission (CVRPC) to view options for maps of the MTF that CVRPC can produce.   

• Educational Walk: 

Dave will check with John Austin about potential dates for a tracking/wildlife habitat walk and report 

back at the December MCC meeting.   

 

c. Shady Rill Park 

The MCC is not aware of a date as yet for the stakeholder meeting for the Ecosystem Restoration Grant 

that the Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District has received for the Shady Rill Park.  

 

c. Planning Commission Survey 

The Planning Commission will be drafting questions for a survey to inform the Town Plan update and 

welcomes input from the MCC; it would be helpful if someone from the MCC could attend their next 

meeting on November 15th.  

 

3. New Business 

A logging operation on the east side of Brook Road appears to have erosion issues and a cleared log 

landing right to the bank of Great Brook. There are potential concerns for the water quality of Great 

Brook from this operation. The apparent lack of a vegetated buffer along Great Brook may be an issue 

with the Middlesex Zoning Regulations. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:33.   

 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


