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MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, September 3, 2020 

Meeting Conducted Remotely via Zoom 

 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present: Larry Becker, Heather Katz, Ross Lieblappen, Dell McDonough, Lee 

Rosberg, Dave Shepard  

 

1. Administrative Operations 

 

a. Conservation Fund Request from Vermont Land Trust for Seidman-Harrower Property 

The Middlesex Conservation Commission (MCC) has received a revised application from the 

Vermont Land Trust (VLT) for funding from the Middlesex Conservation Fund, in the amount of 

$5000, to support the purchase of a conservation easement on a portion of the Seidman-Harrower 

property. The revised application includes a statement from the prospective purchaser about her 

interest in meeting with the MCC to discuss the potential for public trail access to the property. 

This was added to the application following an initial review of the application where the MCC 

expressed interest in public access to the conserved property. VLT has explained that for 

conservation easements on farm properties, such as this one, public access is not typically 

included in the conservation easement. Commissioners expressed support for conserving 

farmland in Middlesex and also in the value of public access to the property, especially as it 

might relate to town trails. Commissioners George Longenecker and Sorsha Anderson, who were 

not able to attend this meeting, provided emails prior to the meeting indicating their support for 

funding from the Conservation Fund for this project. Larry observed that supporting local 

agriculture could compliment ongoing efforts to promote Middlesex village. 

 

The application was reviewed compared to criteria in the Conservation Fund Guidance, where a 

proposed project needs to meet at least two criteria in Article IV of the guidance to be considered 

for funding. The application indicated the project addressed six of the criteria; Commissioners 

were in agreement with this assessment. Lee asked the MCC if they were in favor of 

recommending use of Middlesex Conservation Fund money to the Select Board for the Seidman-

Harrower application to the VLT. All voiced support for this recommendation. This 

recommendation will be forwarded to the Select Board for their review and potential approval of 

the funding. 

 

b. Minutes of August 6th Meeting 

Lee made a motion to approve the August 6th MCC meeting minutes with minor edits regarding 

the name of the park on 3 Mile Bridge Road (the recently installed kiosk has “The Wayside”) and 
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the spelling of one name. Larry seconded the motion and the minutes were approved.  

 

c. Treasurer’s Report  

Heather reported there were no changes to the fund balances since the August meeting.  

 

d. Correspondence 

Scott Beaudin contacted Lee with an update that the timber harvest on his property adjoining the 

Middlesex Town Forest (MTF) will be postponed from 2021 to 2022 and also provided a map of 

his property.  

 

2. Project Reports (point person shown in parentheses) 

a. Middlesex Trails Group Update (George, Jon and Dave) 

At the last Trails Group meeting it was reported that the structure to control the water level of the 

beaver dam on the Class 4 section of North Bear Swamp Road has been installed.  

 

b. Name of Three Mile Bridge Road Park 

Ross checked back and found in the May 2020 meeting minutes the name of the park was “Three 

Mile Bridge Wayside”. Lee made a motion to confirm the official name as the “Three Mile 

Bridge Wayside”. A second was provided by Larry and the motion was approved.  

 

c. Wrightsville Trail and Boat Launch (George) 

George reported via email that there was no update on the Wrightsville Trail. The boat launch 

sanitary issue that had been raised with the Town Health Officer is on hold due to the Town 

being in the process of appointing a new Health Officer.  

 

d. Emerald Ash Borer (Sorsha) 

Ross worked with Heather on getting the mapping app functioning. He also forwarded to the 

MCC information on a grant being offered by the Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 

Urban and Community Forestry Program for ash trees. Lee noted the grant seems more 

appropriate for an urban or village area where the intent was to preserve important ash trees and 

was not really applicable to Middlesex. 

  

e. Middlesex Town Forest (Dave and Ross) 

Trail Maintenance: Dave reported there is potential for a workshop with Seth Coffey on proper 

sidehill construction technique. If a date is determined before the next MCC meeting, Dave will 

send out an email. 

 

Trail Signs: Lee said there is no definite volunteer at present for sign construction for the Chases 

Mountain Trail. Brian Prendergast had previously expressed some interest; Lee will follow up 

with him. Dave will look into a plastic container that could be attached to the trailhead kiosk to 

house a log book for the trail as he has seen these used at several trail heads. 

 

MTF Parking: Once the current gravel extraction from the Town pit on Notch Road is completed, 
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the Town will create a delineated overflow parking area for the MTF. 

 

Speed limit on Notch Road: Sorsha has contacted Road Commissioner Steve Martin about 

posting a suggested speed lower than the actual speed limit. Steve checked with Notch Road 

residents and has indicated a request to post such signs should come from Notch Road residents. 

 

Potential Timber Harvest: Dave provided an update on Chittenden County Forester Ethan 

Tapper’s site visit to the Town Forest. This visit was in response to a request from the MCC for 

assistance in determining if it would be advisable to cut trees on the Town Forest where it would 

be most practical to take the trees out across Scott Beaudin’s property in conjunction with the 

upcoming harvest on Scott’s property. Ethan’s assessment was that there is no compelling reason 

from a forest management perspective to conduct a harvest in that area at this time. He also 

recommended the Town have a specific timber management plan done for the Town Forest by a 

consulting forester.  

 

f. Shady Rill Restoration Design (Heather) 

Heather attended a meeting on the project this past Monday. The project budget has been reduced 

since not all of the grants that the Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District applied to 

for funding were received. This resulted in less money for planting. One contractor who 

submitted an estimate for the work has been determined to be qualified but the project may need 

to go back out for bid if the work can’t be scheduled for this construction season.  

 

g. 3 Mile Bridge Road Parcel (Larry) 

The Cross Vermont Trail Association has mowed the site a second time this summer. The Town 

needs to provide an annual report to the Vermont Housing & Conservation Board. 

 

h. Clean Water Advisory Committee 

Larry is the Middlesex representative on this Committee of the Central Vermont Regional 

Planning Commission. The Committee has provided a comment letter to the Vermont 

Department of Environmental Conservation on the Winooski River Tactical Basin Plan. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 


