
Middlesex Conservation Commission – January 5, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 

MIDDLESEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, January 5, 2023 at 7:00 
Meeting Conducted in Person and Via Zoom 

 

Minutes 

 

Commissioners Present:  Ross Lieblappen, George Longenecker, Adrienne Magida, Matt Schley, 

Dave Shepard and Jon Udis 

 

1. Administrative Operations 

 

a. Minutes of December 8, 2022 Meeting 

Minutes of the December 8, 2022 meeting of the Middlesex Conservation Commission (MCC) 

were reviewed. George made a motion to approve the minutes with a second from Jon, the 

minutes were approved.  

 

b. Treasurer’s Report  

There were no financial updates. Ross has not seen an invoice from the Trails Committee for the 

trailhead signs; it is likely the invoice went directly to the Town. George and Matt confirmed that 

a request to include a $5000 appropriation to the Conservation Fund on the Town Meeting 

Warning has been forwarded to the Select Board.  

 

c. Correspondence   

Matt provided an updated version of the MCC annual report to be included in the Town Annual 

Report for review. Members indicated the report looked complete so Matt will forward on to the 

Select Board.  

 

Matt confirmed he had responded to the individuals who had recently contacted the MCC. This 

included: 

• Sky Barsch for approval to install signage along Notch Road between the Middlesex Notch 

Wildlife Management Area and the Town Forest information kiosk reminding users to collect 

and pack out their bags of dog feces; and 

• Evelyn Prim for a concern about impacts to a wetland on Meade Road; and 

• Patrick Wood concerning the potential for a backcountry skiing zone 

 

2. Project Reports (point person shown in parentheses) 

a. Middlesex Trails Group Update (Adrienne, Jon, George and Dave) 

Adrienne reported that the trailhead sign design is with the company that will be making them; 

installation will be in the spring. All member towns in the Wrightsville Beach Recreation District 

have agreed to the requested increase in dues to allow the Director position to go to full time. 

The intent is to create additional trailhead signs for Bushey and Bolduc Roads. These Class 4 

roads will be reviewed again in the spring before the signs are finalized. Wood Road is another 

road being considered for promotion as a recreational resource. Adrienne has contacted the 

Wulff’s who own the land the Owl’s Head trail runs across and they confirmed public use of the 

trail is fine and they gave approval for clearing of blowdowns. They don’t want signs posted at 

the trailhead. The committee will be checking with Russ Barrett about potential trails on the 
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property just north of I89 and west of Center Road. The assessment of the Class 4 segment of 

Leland Farm Road is that it’s quite wet and probably not feasible for trail use.  

 

Minutes of Trails Group Committee meetings can be found at the What’s Next Middlesex 

website: http://www.whatsnextmiddlesex.org/meeting-minutes.html 

 

b. Wrightsville Beach Recreation District and Shady Rill Park (George and Matt) 

No update.  

 

c. Middlesex Town Forest (Dave and Ross) 

Considering trail work in the Middlesex Town Forest (MTF) for 2023, Dave mentioned there is a 

need to put in a short relocation of the Chases Mountain Trail where it passes quite close to a 

vernal pool to move it further away. George reported a site visit with Peter Hood to the cabin 

hasn’t been scheduled as yet. Ross has not received an update from the County Forester on the 

timber management plan.  

 

d. Three Mile Bridge Wayside Park (Larry) 

No updates.  

 

3. New/Other Business 

A couple of ideas were brought up for projects in 2023: scouting for a shorter loop trail in the 

MTF that would utilize the path that goes past the cabins and could loop around to join the lower 

portion of the Chases Mountain Trail and guided walks on the MTF.  

 

Jon has contacted Kate Alberghini, the statewide Green Up Coordinator who said she will follow 

up in January with Casella about a roll-off container for Green Up Day and with Kingsbury 

Construction or Farm to You about providing a truck to haul tires collected on Green Up Day for 

disposal.   

 

There was discussion on a different day to hold the monthly MCC meeting. It appeared the 

fourth Tuesday might be the best alternative. This option will need to be run by the Select Board 

and if they are supportive a formal amendment to change the MCC bylaws will be needed.  

 

Minutes recorded by Dave Shepard, MCC Secretary 
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